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A Content-Analysis on the Elaboration of Maslow's Theory of
Hierarchy of Needs in Educational Psychology Textbook of
Taiwan

Simon Chang & Chih-Hsuan Chen

Abstract

To examine the elaboration of Maslow's theory of hierarchy of needs in
Taiwan's educational psychology textbook, eleven books available in 2019 were
acquired to conduct a content-analysis. Among those 11 books, 10 textbooks
cover the hierarchy of needs theory. The results show that the books differ
significantly in their length covering the topic and the authors usually put this
topic in the chapter of motivation. Although Maslow himself never depict the
hierarchy in pyramid, almost all the books illustrated with a pyramid of needs.
The levels of hierarchy presented could be either 5, 6, 7, or 8. Some of the tags
of the hierarchical needs fail to adhere to Maslow's original wording. Most of the
textbook writers did not elaborate on the concept of prepotency and the
exception of order of needs, and many hold the misconception of "a person
could not pursue a higher level needs unless the lower level needs are gratified".
It is suggested that instructors of educational psychology read the original article
by Maslow to gain more solid understanding of the theory, and encourage their
students reflect more on this issue to cultivate critical thinking.

Keywords: Maslow, hierarchy of needs, educational psychology, textbook
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