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After-school Childcare Policy Reform in Mainland China
( 2003-2020 )

Chun-Ching Ho
Abstract

In recent years, many countries in the world have attached great
importance to the policy of after-school childcare. The purposes of this study
was : (1) to discover the problems of the after-school childcare in Mainland
China; (2) to understand the content of after-school childcare policies in
Mainland China; (3) to explore the impact of after-school childcare policies in
Mainland China.

After literature review and interviews, the main findings of the after-school
childcare indicate six problems, namely, “lack of clear resource support for
after-school services”, “heavy burden for school teachers”, “lack of management
to for-profit childcare service”, “uneven childcare environment and teachers
resources”, “the content of childcare is based on subject teaching” , and
“school-type after-school childcare will affect low-end for-profit after-school
childcare, but the hierarchical structure will remain unchanged”.

Since China announced a series of regulations prohibiting school fees in
2003, the central and local governments have issued many guidelines on the
after-school services for primary and secondary school students. Three
development trends are summarized, namely, “local government integrates
resources to handle school-style after-school childcare”, “for-profit after-school
childcare will be integrated in all aspects", and “after-school childcare is
expected to be standardized and institutionalized”.

Keywords: Mainland China, After-school Childcare, After-school Childcare
Policy
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